ACT NOW Museum Advocacy Alert letter sent via email 
Subject: Support Increased Funding for IMLS!
Ms. Janet Rice Elman 
Executive Director

Association of Children's Museums

1300 L Street, NW, Suite 975 

Washington, DC 20005

June 16, 2008

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2136 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515-5101
The Association of Children’s Museums (ACM) respectfully urges your support for a $15 million increase for the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) in the FY09 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. ACM joins the American Association of Museums and the larger museum community in asking for your support for these needed funds. This funding is scheduled to be considered by the Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee on Thursday, June 19.

Museums provide every citizen the opportunity to engage with history, science, art and nature, educating students and visitors in a way no other experience can. All museums — and children’s museums in particular — work with local schools to help teach curriculum that meets national and state standards. 
According to ACM 2007 museum membership survey, children’s museum welcomed 4.9 million schoolchildren visitors. Seventy percent of children’s museums provide regular school outreach and more than half provide workshops for teachers. 
Additionally, a large number of children’s museums received grants from IMLS for a variety of innovative and impactful programs, engaging communities to learn about the world around them. A small sample of recent award recipients include:
· The Children’s Museum of La Habra (California) who partners with the La Habra City School District received a grant to provide professional arts development workshops for teachers.

· The Louisiana Children’s Museum (New Orleans), in an effort to address the urgent need to ensure the well-being of its local children and families, launched a program entitled “Re-Connecting, Re-Engaging, Re-Building with the support of IMLS funding.”
· Long Island Children’s Museum’s program Be Together, Learn Together, was awarded a grant that would prototype a new program designed to support children and families served by Nassau County social services agencies.

Most recently IMLS awarded the ACM a $220,000 grant to launch a Growing Healthy Museums project to increase children’s museums’ institutional capacity, knowledge and skills as leaders in promoting health and wellness in their communities. ACM was one of ten organizations recognized in 2007 under the 21st Century Museum Professionals program from IMLS. The program supports leadership development and professional training in museum operations. “The ‘Growing Healthy Museums’ project will benefit more than 300 children’s museums that in turn have the potential to engage millions of children and families in making healthy choices.”
IMLS is the only federal agency dedicated to supporting our nation’s museums through a competitive, merit-based and peer-reviewed grant program. Grants are used to protect collections and to connect people to education, culture and ideas. Unfortunately, each year the agency receives more worthy applications than it can fund. A $15 million increase for IMLS will ensure more individuals across the United States will get the support their museum and community needs.

If you would like any additional information about ACM or its Growing Healthy Museums project, please contact me at 202-898-1080 or jelman@childrensmuseums.org.
Sincerely’

Janet Rice Elman
