
Chicago Children’s Museum is located just 
north of downtown Chicago on Navy Pier. For 
over 20 years, the arts have been central to 
the mission of Chicago Children’s Museum.  

CCM was originally founded in 1983 as a 
response to cut-backs in nationwide school 
arts budgets. Since then, the goal of 
incorporating various art disciplines into family, 
student, and educator programs has been a 
priority of the museum, and shall continue to 
be at the forefront of the museum’s vision and 
practice. 

Chicago Children’s Museum is to create a 
community where play and learning connect! 

55 full time staff, 30 part time staff, 3-7 
seasonal interns



15,000 square feet of exhibit space
500,000 visitors a year 
Third most-visited children’s museum in the U.S.

Hours:
Sunday-Wednesday, Friday: 10am-5pm
Thursday and Saturday: 10am-8pm

Admission:
$9 per person, $8 for seniors, free for museum 

members and children under age one
Kraft Free Family Night: Thursdays, 5-8 pm
Target First Free Mondays: free admission for 

ages 15 and under



Arts Position : We believe that all children have the right to creative self-
expression and that the arts are central to the human experience.  CCM is 
committed to providing first exposure to a variety of art forms, in the hopes of 
planting seeds of understanding and appreciation for this dynamic means of 
communication, self-expression and learning.  Art forms explored at CCM span 
the visual and performing arts and include drama, dance, music, and visual arts.
CCM provides opportunities for artistic expression to a diverse audience of 
visitors, with a variety of backgrounds, experiences, and abilities.



Kraft 
Artabounds

Studio
• Programming space 

in the museum 
dedicated exclusively 
to the arts 

• Serves 25,000 visitors 
annually

• Hosts workshops for 
general visitors 4 & 
up or for 5 years and 
under, student and 
educator workshops



Staffing: Two full time staff create the art programming (I develop Family Studio 
Workshops while Tamara Golden develops Kids Create)  while also facilitating 
in the studio three days a week. One part-time staff member facilitates on Thurs 
from 12-8. We also have 5 substitute art educators who work as need in the 
studio or for other offsite arts related programs. Studio staff have a bachelors in 
the fine arts, early childhood education or arts education or similar experience.



Visitor Programs : All of our programs for our general visitors are free with 
museum admission. 
Family Studio Workshops: Hour-long workshops focusing on art processes, 
multicultural, environmental and community themes and personal experiences for 
children 4 years and up and their caregivers. Workshops include a 5-10 minute 
introductory discussion led by an art educator followed by studio time that is 
focused in its use of materials but mostly open-ended in terms of content. For 
example, an art educator will discuss the difference between 3-D sculpture and 2-
D artwork and the use of soft materials in sculptural work with visitors, 
demonstrate how to create a simple 3-D form from 2-D pieces of cloth. Visitors are 
then invited to use the discussion and demonstration as inspiration for their own 3-
D soft sculptures. Family Studio Workshops include printmaking, papermaking, 
quilting, stuffed animal art, community portraits and other art processes. Family 
Studio Workshops will also host visiting artists in the studio to talk about their own 
creative processes and lead visitors in a similar artistic experience. To reserve 
space for workshops, visitors are required to pick up a studio pass one hour prior 
to the workshop they would like to attend. Passes are available outside of the 
studio door. We typically put out 30 passes for a workshop. Workshops are offered 
on the hour in the afternoons starting at 1pm. 



Visiting Artist 
Workshops

• Kraft Artabounds Studio hosts 12 Visiting Artists 
Workshops on average throughout the year. 
Visiting Artists Workshops (VAW) provide a 
chance for workshop participants to interact with 
a local artist, learn about the artist’s mediums 
and/or cultures, and participate in an art activity 
facilitated by the visiting artist. 

• The Kraft Artabounds Studio hosts artists from 
various cultural and artistic backgrounds, 
representing the varying roles, goals and careers 
of artists to our visitors. Through hosting a range 
of artists, VAW represent the shifting definition of 
and varying roles of artists in their communities 
to visitors. Visiting artists show participants the 
varying, differing viewpoints of what it means to 
be an artist, from artists as activists, 
entrepreneurs, entertainers and educators, 
artists who work within or consciously without the 
established art gallery scene. Through the 
museum’s Passport to the World program, many 
artists who participate in VAW are chosen by 
community representatives, ensuring that each 
community’s values and definitions of art and 
artists are represented. 

• Artists: Indira Freitas Johnson, Anna Fong, 
Shawn Smith



Kids Create : Drop-in program for children who are 
developmentally 5 and under (we use the term “Early 
Learners” to welcome children who may be older but 
for whom the program is developmentally appropriate). 
This program is designed as an exploration of the 
process of art, materials and the senses. Workshops 
are designed to surprise and delight young art 
explorers, encouraging their sense of curiosity and 
powerfulness. Experiences include Tricycle Painting, 
Clay Play, Rock and Roll Painting and Lights and 
Shadows. Kids Create is open on Wednesdays 10-1 
and 2-5 during the school year, and on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays 10-12 during the summer. 



CCM is committed to infusing the environment with art created by children and 
commissioned from professional artists. The presence of authentic children’ s art 
throughout CCM fully supports the concept of a “museum for and by children.”
The exhibition of dynamic professional artworks brings art to like while exposing 
children to its’ wonder. 


